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A Septic Tank is a watertight chamber made of concrete, 
fibreglass, PVC or plastic, through which blackwater and 
greywater flows for primary treatment, before further 

treatment or infiltration. Settling and anaerobic proc-
esses reduce solids and organics. The liquid effluent is 
commonly disposed of in a Leach Field (D.9) or Soak Pit 
(D.10) which provides further treatment.    

Wastewater enters the first chamber of the tank, allow-

ing solids to settle and scum (mostly oil and grease) to 

float to the top. Over time, solids that settle are degraded 

anaerobically. Generally, the removal of 50 % of solids, 

30–40 % of the biochemical oxygen demand and a 10-fold 

reduction of E. Coli can be expected in a well-designed 

and maintained Septic Tank, although efficiencies vary 

greatly depending on operation and maintenance and cli-

matic conditions. 

Design Considerations: A Septic Tank should have at least 
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