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A Leach Field, or drainage field, is a network of perforated 
pipes that aQ q laid in underground gravel-filled trenches 
to dissipate the effluent from a water-based collection 

and storage/treatment or a (semi-) centralised treatment 
technology on a wider surface aQ a.

Pre-settled effluent is fed into a piping system (distribu-

tion box and several parallel channels) that distributes 

the flow into the subsurface soil for absorption and sub-

sequent treatment. A dosing or pressurised distribution 

system may be installed to ensure that the whole length 

of the Leach Field is utilised and that aerobic conditions 

aQ qre-established between dosings. Such a dosing sys -

tem releases the pressurised effluent into the Leach Field 

with a timer (usually 3 to 4 times a day).

Design Considerations: Each trench is 0.3 to 1.5 m deep 

and 0.3 to 1 m wide. The bottom of each trench is filled with 

about 15 cm of clean rock and a perforated distribution 

pipe is laid on top. More rock is placed to cover the pipe. 

A layer of geotextile fabric is placed on the rock layer to 

prevent small particles from plugging the pipe. A final layer 




